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A few years ago in Kolkata, as the newspapers reported, a twin
was born to a poor woman on the pavement behind the cover of
a heap of waste. The dogs straying along the streets pounced on
the new-borns and carried them away. As the starving dogs
fought for their flesh, the helpless mother, unable to move and
rescue her children, cried out aloud for help without success and
fell unconscious. There were people passing along the pavement
all the time completely unconcerned and undisturbed about what
was happening.
Once I told the school children of an affluent school in Rourkela that I’m
working in the slums of Rourkela. “Are there slums in Rourkela? We thought the
slums are in Mumbai and Kolkata” was the surprised reaction of the children.
They wouldn’t believe that there are more than 150 slums in Rourkela. Though
many of them (us too) pass through roads in the midst of slums, hardly do they
(we) notice the people living in the miserable huts along the road.
The Jubilee Year of Mercy was a wonderful occasion to make the mercy
of Jesus incarnate into our families, communities and society at large. We were
involved in little actions of mercy to reach the mercy of Jesus to others during the
course of this year. The inspirations of the Year should continue to inspire us to
keep our eyes always open and to have a heart for the poor and suffering. It should
prompt us to cast away indifference and to be disturbed by the plight of the
disturbed.
Celebration of Christmas, once again, is an occasion to incarnate Jesus
Christ, who is the face of the Father’s mercy. “Jesus of Nazareth, by his words, his
actions, and his entire person reveals the mercy of God” wrote Pope Francis in his
MisericordiaeVultus (No. 1). Let this Christmas disturb us. Let the child crying on
the pavement, abused childhood’s pain, and the exploited childhood’s
helplessness hurt us so that we may break out of our comfort zones and become
agents of mercy. Wish you all a meaningful Advent, a joyful Christmas and a
prosperous New Year 2017!
-Fr. Thomas Vadackumkara, SVD
Rector, Divya Jyoti SVD Seminary
RE-DEDICATION, REJUVENATION AND RE-COMMITMENT!!!
The very eventful week that began with the inauguration of the KJM academic
year 2016-17 and which continued with the Annual Retreat preached by Fr. Luvis
Ronald Pereira SVD, the Provincial Superior of INE, ended with fourteen Fratres
renewing their vows at Divya Jyoti SVD Seminary, Sason on 18th June 2016. Fr.
Ronald presided over the Holy Eucharist at 5.30pm and helped the young
confreres to thank God for the gracious calling and to marvel at the manner in
which He has preserved His chosen until this very moment. With a call to rededicate, rejuvenate and re-commit, the Provincial on behalf of the Society
accepted the fiat of these confreres. The festive occasion was graced by our
confreres from KJM, St. Arnold’s School, Baraipali, Jujumura, St. Mary’s
Church, Burla, and Sisters from Adhyayana Bhavan.
-Frt. Donald C. Lobo

FAREWELL AND WELCOME PROGRAMME
The day, 18th June 2016, marked the joyous spending precious years of
welcome to Fr. Thomas Vadackumkara SVD, the his life and contributing a
new Rector and Frts. Rajashekar, Jojiraj, Mukesh lot in forming young minds
and Stephen- the students of first year theology. On for the service of God. His
the same day, with combined sadness and gratitude final words moved our
we bid farewell to Fr. Lancy Rodrigues SVD, who hearts and gave us a boost
had been the Rector since the very conception of to work hard and come up
Divya Jyoti SVD Seminary. Our community was in life.
deeply grateful and thankful to Fr. Lancy for
-Frt. Rajesh K. Reddy & Frt. Peter Gaikwad
PURI EXPOSURE
An faiths and of different countries come to witness the
exposure to a Lord of the Universe. As budding theologians we
religiously rich too had an opportunity for about two weeks (from
and
ancient 25th June to 9th July) to interact with various Hindu
place like Puri sects and groups that reside in and around Puri. We
in the beginning also had lectures on Islam and Sikhism and visited
of
the the gurudwara, the Brahmakumaras and
theological Brahmakumaris.
studies has its
It was a faith-testing experience for us.
own Being deeply rooted in our faith, when we see the
significance. The first year B.Th. students went to simple faith of others, we tend to think that their
the holy city, Puri, for the ‘Historico-religious faith is blind. But when we reflect deeply about
Study of Odisha’ which exposed them to the Odisha their profound faith and religiosity it challenges us
context. The famous Ratha Yatra of Puri is the most and our own faith convictions.
important event in Odisha, where people of all
- Frt. Mukesh Minj
THE SECOND NOVITIATE
During the Eucharist on the 29th of June at 5pm entirely and without reserve, and which loses itself
the formandi from six different states of India in the offering of the whole person as a loving
began an intense preparation towards the final vows sacrifice, holy, pleasing unto God. Only this love,
and diaconate ordination under the guidance of the which is of a nuptial character and engages all the
Novice Master, Fr. Thomas Vadackumkara SVD. affectivity of one's person, can motivate and
The call of Christ, which is the expression of a support in the privations and trials which one who
redemptive love, embraces the whole person - soul wishes "to lose his life" necessarily encounters for
and body. It assumes, in the soul of the person Christ and for the Gospel. This personal response is
called, the actual form of the profession of the an integral part of the religious consecration into
evangelical counsels. Under this form, those who which our second novitiate leads us.
are called by God give a response of love in their
-Frt. Luis Anthony Swamee
turn to Christ their Redeemer: a love which is given
INSTALLATION OF THE MINISTRIES OF LECTOR AND ACOLYTE
On 27th August 2016 five of our fratres, along celebrated in the chapel of Khristo Jyoti
with eight diocesan Brothers,
Mohavidyaloyo. In his message,
were instituted into the
Bishop Aplinar said, “Passage
ministries of lector and
through the rites of lector and
acolyte by Most Rev. Aplinar
acolyte marks the greater
Senapati,
the
newly
devotion on the part of
consecrated Bishop of newly
seminarians to the Word of God.
erected Rayagada diocese.
Therefore, these ministries call
These
two
ministries,
us to be doers of the Word of
considered steps to receiving
God and not just hearers alone.”
Holy Orders, were instituted during the Holy Mass
-Dn. Sunil Kerketta

A LUNCH OUT IN JUJUMURA
The SVD mission station, Juju
Jujumura. We were received
feast of St. with the welcome dance by the hostel children. We
John
Mary conducted a few games for the children and taught
Vianney was them some action songs. Fr. Timothy gave a brief
not only an history about the mission station highlight
highlighting his
occasion
to struggles and briefed us about the new tasks
remember his initiated by him in view of devel
developing this mission.
zealous His simplicity and hardworking nature moved our
pastoral life, but also to visit a mission station hearts and inspired us to become committed future
namely Jujumura. Fr. Thimothy Pinto SVD, the missionaries. The children also performed a few
Father in-charge, in fact, is proud to have St. dances. We also enjoyed the sumptuous meal
Vianney as his model. This day being a holiday, prepared by the school teachers of Jujumura.
after the Holy Mass we wished the KJM staff and
-Frt.
Frt. Anil Kumar Gadidam
students. Thereafter we went for a lunch
unch out to the
CELEBRATING FREEDOM
With great joy and pride we joined the citizens of message of the Chief Guest
Guest, Mr. Satu Pradhan. We
our country in celebrating the 69th Independence remembered and paid homage to our national
Day on 15 August. We began the
leaders who sacrificed their lives
day with the Holy Eucharistic
for our country. On this day, the
celebration presided over by Fr.
Brothers, who are in-charge of
Claudius
Soreng
SVD.
the village tuition centres at
Thereafter, we, along with the
Koliakani, Talab
Talab, and Madhupur
students
of
St.
Arnold’s
organised a few competitions and
Kindergarten partook in the Flag
cultural programmes
programmes. All these
Hoisting ceremony which was followed by a made this day a memorable one
one.
cultural programme. We were also inspired by the
-Frt. Joji Raju Neelam
VISITORS WHO DOUBLED OUR JOY
The gesture of visiting somebody could be one youth for a friendly football match at KJM
KJM. The
of the visible signs that convey a message of true youth joined us for refreshment
refreshments in Divya Jyoti. It
love and care towards him or her. Today, in this gave us a great opportunity to interact with tthe
fast growing society, people
youth.
hardly find time to be with
On 10th September, 2016, the four
the other. However, we
EIPs in INE Province visited us. Fr. Rector
had the privilege to receive
shared with them his experiences and
many people who made a
helped them to reflect upon ways of
point to visit us in spite of
adapting to the mission situations. Some of
their personal schedules.
the
Brothers
On 28th October 2016,
shared
about
five members of the
the theological
Disciples of Divine Word
formation
in
(DDW), our lay associates from Mumbai,
Sason. On 7th
visited us along with Fr. Ronald Pereira SVD,
November
the Provincial of India-East
East Province. Some
2016,
eleven
of them support our seminary financially.
SVD Fratres of
During the short meeting with them, they
first
year
shared about their daily encounter with Christ and Philosophy from SVD Vidhya Bhavan, Bhopal
their interest in missions.. They also shared about accompanied by their dean Fr. Florence Minj SVD
how they offer sponsorship to seminarians.
seminarians
visited and interacted with us
us. They were on their
th
On 6 November 2016 evening, we had way for their village exposure in Rajgang
Rajgangpur
another opportunity to mingle with the
th youth from parish. Indeed all these
se visits were moving
Sambalpur University, Burla. Fr. Lancy Rodrigues experiences which still linger in our hearts.
SVD, the priest in-charge
arge of Burla brought the
--Frt. George M. Stephen

THE
HE VISITATION MUCH AWAITED
“The SVD’s do a great job without making gathering was accompanied by a short video
much noise.” Presenting such a power-packed
power
presentation, depicting the vision and mission of
statement of Pope Francis, our Vice-General
Vice
cum Divya Jyoti actualized
ed through our love and service.
the Visitator-General Rev. Fr.
The gathering also witnessed the
Robert Kisala SVD became the
first screening of the newly
visible gesture of our Society’s
composed audio
audio-video of the
care and concern to our
Quarter
Quarter-Hour prayer composed
community. The visitation on
and dire
directed by Frt. Anil Kumar
August 31, 2016 began with the
Gadidam SVD.
Fr. Robert
solemn Eucharistic celebration
disclosed the na
names of the
presided over by Fr. Kisala.
Provinces and Regions that are
Having met the confreres in
in dire need of confreres
confreres. He
perpetual vows in person and the
also dwelt upon our Society’s
confreres in temporary vows in common, Fr. Robert emphasis over Interculturality, Lay
Lay-participation,
felt the pulse of the mission ad intra and ad extra and the need for self-sufficiency.
sufficiency.
conceived and lived in our community.
community The evening
-Dn.
Dn. Dixson
Dixson. L. D’ Souza
FOUNDATION DAY, FAREWELL AND WELCOME
On 8 Sep 2016, our community was of having Mother Mary as a model to live our
overwhelmed with joy to celebrate the foundation religious life meaningfully..
day of our Society, to bid farewell to Fr. Claudius
A short farewell cum welcome programme was
Soreng and to welcome Fr. Victor Rodrigues to arranged after the Eucharist
Eucharist, wherein Fr. Thomas,
Divya Jyoti. The day in a festive mood with the Rector, officially welcomed Fr. Victor
prayers, singing and wishing each other. In the Rodrigues to our community. He also gratefully
evening we organised a basket ball match with the acknowledged Fr. Claudius Soreng’s immense
Diocesan Brothers of KJM in honour of our contribution towards the growth of our community.
Society’s Feast Day. We invited the Fathers and We expressed our joy by a welcome song and also
Sisters in the campus to share our joy. We had the bid farewell by a farewell song. Our joys were
solemn Eucharistic celebration presided
presi
by Fr. doubled by the presence of our SVD confreres from
Victor Rodrigues. Fr.Claudius
Claudius Soreng gave the neighbouring communities.
reflection in which he emphasised the importance
-Frt.
Frt. Rajasekar Sugalipalle
th

MERCY IN ACTION
“I
make shared their misery and helplessness. We also
myself a leper conscientised them about the need to approach the
with the lepers government and work with un
unity towards obtaining
to gain all to their rights. We also reminded them the need to
Jesus
Christ” educate their children and to encourage them to
says St. Damien come up in life.. We assured them our support in
Molokai,
the approaching the collectorate in forwarding their
patron saint of appeal. Thanks to Fr. Lancy Rodrigu
Rodrigues, the Priest
lepers. Keeping in-charge
charge in Burla for helping us towards this noble
this saint as our endeavour.
model,
and
-Frt. Agnel Rebello
considering the proposal of the CRI, Sambalpur
unit, for the extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy,
the Divya Jyoti Community members decided to
Divya Jyoti Community congratulates
visit the leper colony. In two groups we visited the Frt. Agnel Rebello for winning
leprosy colonies at Lakshmidungri with 53 inmates
the first prize in the Zeitler Memorial
and Junapani with 135 inmates on two different Essay Competation 2016
days. Both these colonies are supported by the organized by Ishwani Kendra, Pune,
Fathers from Burla
urla substation through the on the topic: “Talitha Cumi!”: Role of
generosity of the Benefactors. For all of us it was a
the Clergy and Religious in Facilitating the Joy
unique experience to listen to the voiceless. They of life and Love in Families.

AJS SEMINAR IN SUNDARGARH AND BURLA
With the aim of promoting St. Arnold Janssen Janssen and the CoSpirituality (AJS) and encouraging more and more Founder and the
youth to join hands in the propagation of faith, the first missionary to
brothers from Divya Jyoti SVD Seminary with the China St. Joseph
help and guidance of Fr. Francis Soreng SVD, the Freinademetz.
Parish Priest of Sundargarh parish and Fr. Lancy Brothers, who were
Rodrigues SVD, the INE AJS Co-ordinator, also the resource
organised a seminar at Sundargarh Parish and Burla persons, translated the materials which were
Sub-station on 11th September 2016 and 16th available in English into Hindi which made it easy
October 2016 respectively. We focused mainly on for the people easy to understand.
life and spirituality of our founder St. Arnold
-Bro. George Kindo
EXPOSURE IN LATHIKATA, JALDA
One of the most grievous crises the world is Seminar. On 2nd October 2016 we arrived at
facing today is global warming which is caused by Lathikata, Jalda in Rourkela. Having stayed in the
deforestation, industrialisation, and
village for four days we could collect
all kinds of pollutions. There are
information concerning the relatedness
various government and nonthat Tribals enjoy with the nature. The
governmental
organisations
forest, water, and land are everything
working towards its prevention.
for them. They not only depend on
Tribal religion for that matter is one
them for their livelihood but have a
of the factors striving silently to
great respect and reverence for these.
promote
Eco-consciousness.
It shows that they are not only the
Keeping in mind their contributions, we the second promoter of eco-theology but also they are ecoyear students of KJM chose the topic “Tribal friendly by nature.
Religion Promoting Eco-theology” for our Annual
-Frt. Remejius Soreng
SEMINAR AT HOTAPAL
In our faith journey in the Church, we are also SVD and Sr. Bibiana H.M brought out the message
responsible for our lay faithful in the Church. So as to how one should practice the mercy of God in
having read and pondered over the articles and family life, community life and especially in the
reflections on Pope upbringing of children in the family. Fratres
Francis’
Apostolic rendered their help in cooking meals for the
letter ‘Misericordes participants so that the faithful did not miss the
Vultus’ we, felt the talks. After the input sessions the faithful had a
need
and
the chance to receive the sacrament of reconciliation
responsibility
of which helped them to prepare themselves for the
reaching this message Holy Eucharistic celebration. People over there
to our lay faithful were filled with gratitude and joy. It also taught us
who live far away from this modern sophisticated the lesson that we should take more initiatives to
world. With this motivation and inspiration we visit the people in villages, to be with them and to
organised a seminar for the people of Hotapal help them out.
substation of Sambalpur parish on 2nd October
-Frt. Sanjib Dung Dung
2016. The resource persons Fr. Claudius Soreng
SEMINAR ON YOUTH MINISTRY

The seminar on Youth Ministry by Fr. Ashok
Kujur SDB was really enriching and it endowed us
with necessary information and skills to organize
programmes for the youth effectively. The seminar
was organized on 13th and 14th of November 2016.
We mainly dealt upon various group dynamics that
included action songs, debate, mock presentations,
etc. We were enlightened with the definition, the
purpose of youth ministry and their issues.
Sufficient time was spent on making Lesson Plans

on different relevant topics for youth, including
choosing the topic, its objective, finding the target
group, allotment of time, and the four steps in this
lesson plan viz. generating interest in the topic,
information to share, group activity and personal
application. As per the instructions, each of us
presented a mock-program for the youth. The
seminar made us confident and prepared us well for
future youth ministry.
-Dn. Prem Prasad Nag

SAVOURING THE RICHNESS OF SILENCE AND THE KHRISTA
RISTA BHAKTA MOVEMENT
The Third and Fourth year students of theology who
having
of KJM were given the opportunityy to savour the encountered Jesus
richness of silence as well as witness the Khrista so intimately in
Bhakta Movement in and around Matridham their life, flock to
Ashram, Varanasi. This Ashram Exposure was this ashram for the
planned for two weeks i.e. from 16.10.2016 to ongoing
worship
30.10.2016. The mainn purpose of this programme regularly. Although
was to build up a closer and deeper relation with not baptised, they
Jesus, our Guru through the means of Jnana marga, have got a lot to
Bhakti Marga and Karma Marga.. The simple life teach us about faith in Jesus. A day of outing to the
style designed by the ashram and the meaningful Ganges, Saranath, various Hindu Temples, and
silence helped us to have a fruitful
ul sadhana. We Banaras Hindu University revealed us to the great
were given inputs the importance of prayer in the spirituality and religiosity present in our country.
life of priests and Religious. The Khhrista Bhaktas,
-Dn. Silvaraj Duddu
TRIP TO KOLKATA
The day 16th November, 2016 brought smiles and blessed to spend time in prayer at the Basilica
to every face in Divya Jyoti community as we made of our Lady of Happy Voyage
Voyage, Bandel and to
our trip to Kolkata, the City of Joy.. We resided in celebrate the Holy Eucharist th
there. We paid our
the Church of St. Joseph the Worker, Santragachi tribute to Mother Teresa,
eresa, the Saint of the Gutters at
for two days and we her Tomb and were inspired by her life and works
visited places of as we walked
ed meditatively through the museum. It
importance
in was also a great opportunity for us to visit our
Kolkata
like mission station at Catholic Church, Premnagar.
Serampore College,
College Overall it was a wonderful trip that we all enjoyed
enjoyed.
Victoria Memorial, We are indebted to those generous hearts who made
Science City etc. this journey a memorable
orable one for us.
We were fortunate
-Frt.
Frt. Antony M. Varghese

Final Vows and Ordination to the Diaconate
It’s our joy to let you know that on 3rd January 2017, Bro. George Kindo would profess his
Perpetual Commitment to the Society of Divine Word as a Religious Brother.
Frt. Antony Varghese, Frt. Donald C. Lobo, Frt. Luis A. Swamee, Frt. Rajesh Reddy and Frt.
Sanjib Dungdung, will also profess their final vows on 3rd January 2017and will be ordained as Deacons
on 4th January 2017 by Most Rev. Niranjan Sualsingh,
Sualsingh, the Bishop of Sambalpur.

Ordination to Priesthood – 2017
Candidates
Dn. Prem Prasad Nag SVD
Dn. Silvaraj Duddu SVD
Dn. Sunil Kerketta SVD
Dn. Dixson D’Souza SVD

First Assignment
ING
INE
ZIM (Zimbabwe)
INE

Date of Ordination
12th February
12th February
19th February
02nd May

Divya Jyoti SVD Seminary
Wishes all the Confreres,
Benefactors,
Well-Wishers
Wishers and Friends

Venue
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Bhodra
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Bhodra
St. Luke’s School, Burla, Odisha
Divne Call Center, Mulki, Mangaluru

